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Sir  H.  DOUGLAS  rose,  pursuant  to 
notice,  to  call  attention  to  the  cases  of  me- 
dical officers,  surgeons,  and  paymasters  of 
regiments,  who  have  not  been  included  in 
the  warrant  issued  in  May,  1846,  conse- 
quent upon  the  Motion  he  made  in  April, 
1845,  for  an  improved  retirement  to  a 
limited  number  of  medical  officers,  and  all 
officers  of  regimental  staflt,  to  extend  to 
them  the  benefits  conferred  by  the  war- 
warrant  dated  the  1st  of  October,  1840,  to 
officers  of  all  other  branches  and  arms 
of  the  service.  Deeply  impressed  with  the 
magnitude  of  the  calamity  which  has 
fallen  upon  our  sister  island,  and  thereby 
on  the  nation,  he  should  be  most  reluc- 
tant to  recommend  any  measure  for  the 
adoption  of  the  Legislature  which  could 
have  the  effect  of  adding  significantly  to 
the  burdens  sustained  by  the  people  at 
this  inauspicious  moment;  and  were  this  a 
proposition  of  that  character,  he  would 
defer  it  to  a  more  convenient  season.  But 
the  act  of  justice  which  he  was  about  to 
seek  at  their  hands  would  not  have  this 
effect,  and  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  if  he  were  pre- 
sent, far  from  being  alarmed,  would  be 
surprised  at  the  smallness  of  the  cost  at 
which  this  boon  might  be  impartially  con- 
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ceded,  the  measure  being,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, self-sustaining.  He  would  briefly  state 
the  case.  In  October,  1840,  a  warrant  was 
issued,  granting  fuU-pay  retirement  to  a  li- 
mited number  of  officers  of  infantry  and 
cavalry,  including  20  lieutenant-colonels, 
20  majors,  and  115  captains,  of  whom 
45  might  be  brevet-majors.  This  boon 
was  soon  after  extended  by  warrant  to 
a  limited  number  of  officers  of  artillery, 
engineers,  and  marines,  and  Navy;  and  he 
might  mention  here  that  the  promotion  of 
these  retired  officers  by  brevet  was  allow- 
ed to  go  on,  which  not  being  the  case 
with  retired  officers  of  cavalry  and  in- 
fantry, was  a  distinction  which,  in  his  opin- 
ion, ought  not  to  exist,  and  to  remove 
which  would  cost  nothing.  This  full-pay 
retirement,  however,  having  been  granted 
to  officers  of  cavalry,  infantry,  artillery, 
engineers,  and  marines,  was  not  extended 
to  medical  officers,  nor  to  the  officers  of 
the  regimental  staff,  namely,  surgeons, 
paymasters,  quartermasters,  and  veteri- 
nary surgeons.  Deeming  this  distinction 
unjust,  he  (Sir  H.  Douglas),  in  the  year 
1845,  in  Committee  on  the  Army  Esti- 
mates, brought  the  subject  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  when  his  views  ap- 
peared to  meet  with  unanimous  approba- 
tion, at  least  no  objection  was  urged  against 
them.  In  May,  1846,  a  warrant  was  issued, 
granting  an  increased  retirement  to  quar- 
termasters and  veterinary  surgeons  to  the 
extent  of  about  five-sixths  of  their  pay,  but 
neither  paymaster  nor  surgeon  were  in- 
cluded. The  improved  retirement  granted 
to  veterinary  surgeons  and  quartermasters 
was  8s.  and  10s.  a  day,  respectively,  after 
thirty  years'  service.    His  object  was  to 


urge  the  just  claims  of  paymasters,  regi- 
mental surgeons,  and  medical  ofBcers,  to 
participate,  in  like  proportion,  in  those  ad- 
vantages. The  principle  of  this  arrange- 
ment was  not  confined  to  the  two  classes  of 
officers  to  which  he  referred,  hut  was  es- 
tablished by  Act  of  Parhament  to  regulate 
the  amount  of  retired  allowance  to  all  pub- 
lic functionaries  in  certain  proportions  to 
their  full  pay,  or  salaries,  at  the  time  of 
retirement,  increasing  by  twelfths  for  every 
five  years'  service,  commencing  after  having 
served  ten.  The  effect  of  this  would  be  to 
increase  the  retiring  pay  of  the  other  two 
classes,  from  15s.  to  18s,  and  a  fraction. 
The  measure,  as  he  had  stated,  would,  to 
a  certain  extent,  be  self-sustaining,  for  the 
pay  of  a  regimental  surgeon  who  had  served 
thirty  years,  being  II.  2s.  a  day;  and  that 
of  a  paymaster,  1 1.  2s.  6d. ;  and  the  former 
being  succeeded  by  a  surgeon,  commencing 
on  13s.  a  day,  and  the  paymaster  by  one  on 
1 2s.  Qd.  a  day,  there  would  obviously  be 
a  commensurate  saving.  But  what  pay- 
master or  surgeon  would  give  up  22s.  a 
day  in  addition  to  the  advantages  which 
he  derived  from  barrack  accommodation, 
lights,  fuel,  a  soldier  servant,  and  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  mess,  which  might  be  taken 
altogether,  equal  to  10s.  more,  to  retire  on 
1 5s.  a  day  ?  What  was  the  consequence  ? 
That  these  oflScers  were  obliged  to  cling 
to  active  service  long  after  their  phy- 
sical powers  were  too  much  impaired  to  dis- 
charge efficiently  their  laborious  duties,  and 
much  longer  consequently  than  was  consis- 
tent with  the  good  of  the  service  or  their 
own  comfort.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber then  referred  to  documents,  from  wliich 
he  cited  cases  of  payninstors  who  had  been 
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from  thirty-eight  to  forty-four  years  in  the 
service,  and  referred  to  letters  written 
by  those  officers,  showing  the  pernicious 
effects  which  such  long  service  had  pro- 
duced on  their  health  and  efficiency. 


Names, 


Diawwater  4  Dr.  Guards 

Eagar  90th  Reg. 

Pennington  ....  48th  „ 

Jellicoe  London  Dis. 

Leech  9th  Lancers 

Prior  12th  Lancers 

Grimes    Ch.ithan 

Boyd  nth  Reg. 

Nicholson   53rd  and  JSth 

I 

Maunsell   Newry 

Cormick   3rd  Dragoons 

I 

Holden  Rifle  Brig. 

I 

Carmiehael  36th  „ 

Raymond  27th 

Dumford  39th  „ 

Ralston  64  th  ,, 

Graham  72nd  ,, 

Court  73rd  ,, 

Hunter  98th  ,, 


Services. 


Total 
years 
Serv. 


(  Copenhasen  \ 
2  West  Indies  > 
(   Peninsula  ) 

Peninsula,  \ 
180.1  to  1814  J 

Peninsula,  > 
1U13,  to  end  / 

East  Indies 
Pindanee 
Watcharer 
(    Peninsula  5'\ 
i      Jamaica  11  [• 
East  Indies  3 ) 

(■  1812,  to  end  "k 
J  Penin.  1808,  ( 
j  to  1813,  .\ff-  f 
^Rhanisl.,  1842  f 
(Calabria,  IBIO] 
}  Adriatic 
(Sicily,  Naples  j 


<  East  India  "I 
V  Seringapatam  ) 


40 

39 
39 
39 

37 
38 
38 
38 

40 

42 

4.1 
38 
4t) 

42 

41 

38 


He  was  aware  that  paymaster  Drawwater 
had,  by  the  last  Gazette,  retired,  and  had 
been  succeeded  by  paymaster  Ralston,  of 
the  64rth  Regiment;  but  it  appeared  by  a 
letter  he  held  in  his  hand,  that  paymaster 
Ralston  would  very  much  prefer  the  pro- 
vision of  an  improved  retirement;  whilst 
paymaster  Drawwater,  in  dcsjiair  of  ob- 
taining this,  had  retired  u)ion  the  present 
inadequate  allowance.      The  following  is 
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the  statement  of  paymaster  Ralston 's  ser- 
vices : — 

"  I  purchased  a  company  of  Dragoons  in  1804, 
and  served  with  my  regiment  in  India  the  greatest 
part  of  the  time  till  1819,  when  the  corps  was 
disbanded  on  arrival  in  England.  I  thereby  lost 
the  value  of  my  troop,  being  then  a  captain.  I 
was  seven  years  in  the  West  Indies,  where  I  was 
on  two  different  occasions  left  as  the  only  officer 
of  my  rank  alive  at  head -quarters,  and  had  to 
perform  all  the  duties  required  of  me.  I  was  per- 
petual president  of  all  regimental  courts  martial, 
courts  of  inquiry,  boards,  &c.  &c.,  and,  besides, 
had  to  take  my  tour  of  general,  district,  and  other 
courts  martial,  with  the  other  officers  of  the  com- 
mand, for  many  consecutive  months  without  re- 
lief. In  such  a  climate,  and  having  to  go  several 
miles  to  general  courts  martial,  this  was  rather 
hard  duty,  in  addition  to  my  own  as  paymaster.  I 
am  nearly  forty-tlireo  years  in  the  service  ;  for 
my  short  half-pay  turn  was  not  for  my  conveni- 
ence, but  by  reduction:  and  by  the  removal  of  niy 
regiment  from  Jamaica  to  Nova  Scotia  in  winter, 
I  contracted  a  chest  complaint  which  I  have  never 
thoroughly  got  rid  of ;  Iiaving  thus  lost  my  health 
in  the  service." 

Tlie  hen.  and  gallant  McniLer  proceeded 
to  state — Let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  when 
an  officer  was  appohited  paymaster,  hi.s 
half-pay  is  stopped;  and  this  is  the  only 
class  of  half  officer  to  which  this  rule 
is  applied;  and  if  he  had  purchased  his 
commission,  he  forfeits  the  right  of  sale, 
and  loses  his  purchase-money.  The  office 
of  paymaster  besides  is  one  of  great  re- 
sponsibility. He  is  obliged  to  provide  two 
sureties  of  l.OOOi.  each.  He  is  called  upon 
to  serve  on  courts  martial  and  courts  of 
inquiry,  and  not  unfrcquently  has  thrown 
upon  him  the  supervision  and  drawing  up 
of  the  quartermaster's  and  other  accounts. 
However  unhealthy  the  climate  may  be  in 
which  the  regiment  is  stationed,  he  has  less 
indulgence,  as  to  leave  of  absence,  than  any 
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officer  in  the  service;  and  lie  never  escapes 
from  his  responsibihties.    He  would  not 
contrast  the  condition,  claims,  and  duties 
of  paymasters,  which  justly  entitled  them 
to  consideration,  with  quartermasters;  but 
would  only  urge  that  we  were  bound  to 
extend  to  the  former  the  advantages  al- 
ready granted  to  the  latter.     And  now, 
with  respect  to  medical  officers,  surgeons, 
of  regiments,  whatever  argument  could  be 
urged  on  behalf  of  paymasters,  might  he 
applied  with  greater  force  to  the  case  of 
that  learned,  most  important,  and  as  he 
thought  rather  neglected  class,  entitled  on 
every  account  to  the  first  consideration  and 
distinction.    The  army  surgeon,  it  is  true, 
does  not  purchase  his  commission ;  but  the 
expense  necessarily  invested  on  his  educa- 
tion must  not  be  forgotten;  and  he,  like 
tlie  paymaster,  cannot  realize  this  by  sale, 
for  the"  benefit  of  his  family.    No  one  who 
knows  anything  of  the  severe  and  painful 
duties  which  a  medical  officer  has  to  dis- 
charge, and   the  services   in   which  he 
must  be  engaged,   in  the   presence  of 
disease   of  every  kind,  facing  death  in 
every  shape,  can  doubt  of  the  hardships 
which  officers  of  that   class  must  have 
undergone   during    a   service   of  thirty 
years.   The  surgeon,  too,  let  it  be  remem- 
bered, must  be  in  full  possession  of  all 
his  energies,  keep  himself  well  up  to  the 
mark  in  every  improvement  in  practical 
surgery  and  in  medical  science.  Pay- 
masters and  quartermasters   may,  with 
rather  diminished  powers,   cHng  to  the 
service  without  any  great  detriment  to 
it,  or  inconvenience  to  themselves,  after 
these  had  somewhat  faded;  but  there  was 
a  period  of  life  beyond  which  the  niodica! 
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officer,  however  perfect  his  intellect,  could 
not  discharge  effectually  his  duties  on  the 
field  as  surgeon  of  the  regiment — a  period 
beyond  which  vision  becomes  imperfect,  the 
nerve  unbraced,  the  hand  too  unsteady,  in 
the  difficult  and  delicate  operations  which 
a  surgeon  was  called  upon  to  perform.  No 
man  of  the  age  of  sixty  or  sixty-two  could 
be  expected  to  retain  these  faculties  un- 
impaired; and  as  the  great  bulk  of  medi- 
cal officers  enter  the  army  at  the  age  of 
twenty-four,  thirty-two  years'  service  would 
bring  them  near  to  that  stage  inhuman  exist- 
ence, beyond  which  it  would  be  vain  and 
unreasonable  to  expect  that  a  medical  offi- 
cer of  thirty  or  thirty-five  years'  service  in 
all  climates  should  retain  his  efficiency. 
Officers  so  circumstanced  are  aware  of  this 
sad  truth,  but  continue  to  serve,  knowing 
that  the  half-pay  to  which  they  are  entitled 
is  insufficient  for  their  wants;  that,  from 
bodily  infirmities  and  deficiency  of  mental 
energy,  they  cannot  add  to  their  income  by 
private  practice,  being  unequal  to  com- 
pete successfully  with  younger  and  more 
recently  educated  practitioners,  and  there- 
fore cling  to  the  service.  It  is  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  service,  then,  that  men  so  cir- 
cumstanced should  cede  their  avocations 
to  younger  individuals  ;  but  this  they  can 
only  be  tempted  to  do,  or  are  justified  in 
doing,  by  our  increasing  their  rates  of  re- 
tirement. The  medical  officer,  while  on 
full-pay,  has  no  cause  for  complaint — this 
is  sufficient  to  attach  him  to  the  service, 
but  binds  him  too  long,  from  the  rates  of 
retirement  being  so  inadequate.  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  then  cited,  from  offi- 
cial returns,  the  cases  of  many  deputy  in- 
spectors general  of  hospitals,  and  surgeons, 
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who  had  been  from  thirty-six  to  forty-three 
years  in  the  service. 

INSPECTORS  GENERAL  OF  HOSPITALS. 


Names. 


Mahony   

Franklin   

Halket  

Short  

Staff  Surgeon,  1st  Class. 

Stewart  

Monroe  

Grant  

Pickering  

Roe   

White   

McLean  

Melvin  


Services. 


Peninsula 
Peninsula. 
fWalcharcn,  \ 
\    Canada.  J 
Peninsula. 

Peninsula. 

Peninsula. 

Peninsula. 

Peninsula. 


Total 
yrs.  Serv. 


39 
39 

36 

4a 

39 
S9 
43 
37 
38 
41 
38 
37 


Names. 


Regiments. 


in 

VI  . 

^  O 

QJ  p 


I  Dragn.  Gds. 

Stephenson 

3  Dragn.  Gds. 

Flanagan  . . 

4  Dragn.  Gds. 

Barlow  

6  Dragn.  Gds. 

Heriot  — 

6  Dragn.  Gds. 

Hartley  — 

1  Dragoons 

Winterscale 

2nd  Dragoons 

Graham  — 

4th  Lt.  Drags. 

Mouat   

Henderson 
Leonard  ■ . 

IS  Lt.  Drags. 
5th  Fusilecrs 
11  Uegt. 

Mostyn .... 

27  Regt. 

Richardson 

2nd  West  Ind. 

Piper   

Prov.  Batt. 
Chatham 

111Y830 

1807  1813 
1806|1813 

1803  1813 

! 

1804  1812 

1810  1826 

I 

1009  1828 

1809  1825 

1812  1827 

1811  182B 
1811  1833 

1810|l82S| 

1805  1826 

1806  1823 


Services. 


36 


} 


39 
40 

43 

;3« 

36 


Peninsula, 
from  1811  to 
end. 

Peninsula, 
1809  to  end. 
Canada 

Peninsula 
Copenhagen 
Martinique 
Low  Coun. 

Peninsula, 
1809  to  end. 
Peninsula 

{AValcharen  "k 
Peninsula  > 
Waterloo  ) 
Peninsula,  . 
from  Jan.  1816 
to  end.  Was  on 
bd.  the  Kent 
^  when  burnt.  ■ 
Burmese 
Peninsula 
Peninsula 
r  Peninsula 
L  Waterloo 
I  Cape  G.  Hope^  I 
Monte  Video  J-  42 
Peninsula 
East  Indies 

China 
Pindarreo 
War. 


1-136 


'34 
35 
35 

36 


I  Peninsula  )  j 

/  East  Indies  )  | 

J       China  f 

1  Pindarreo  (1* 

(.       War.  J 
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Thus  he  had  shown  that,  whilst  medical 
officers  had  no  means  of  reahsing,  by  sale 
of  their  commission,  the  expense  of  their 
education,  and  did  not  enjoy  the  advantages 
of  an  improved  retirement,  as  granted  to 
veterinary  surgeons  and  quartermasters,  he 
had  now,  alas !  to  show,  that  the  widows  of 
medical  officers  were  not  so  well  provided 
for  by  pension  as  the  widows  of  officers  of 
relative  rank.  The  surgeon  of  a  regiment 
ranks  with  captain;  a  staff-surgeon  of  the 
first  class  with  major;  the  deputy-inspector 
with  lieutenant-colonel;  the  inspector-gene- 
ral of  hospitals  with  a  general  officer.  But 
the  widow  of  an  inspector-general  kiUed 
in  action  only  gets  80L  a  year,  whilst  the 
widow  of  a  general  officer  of  the  lowest 
rank,  viz.,  brigadier-general,  gets  901. 
The  deputy-inspector's  widow  gets  only 
601. ;  but  the  widow  of  a  lieutenant- 
colonel  80/.  The  staff-surgeon's  widow 
gets  201.  less  than  the  widow  of  a  ma- 
jor; and  there  is  a  difference  of  51.  to 
the  disfavour  of  the  surgeon's  relict  com- 
pared with  the  widow  of  a  captain.  The 
House  will  be  sensible  that,  though  these 
differences  be  of  small  amount,  they  are 
of  vast  importance  to  widows  and  or- 
phans left  to  such  slender  provision.  The 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  read  a  letter 
from  the  widow  of  an  officer  who  had 
served  throughout  the  Peninsular  war,  and 
had  afterwards  died  at  Jamaica,  in  which 
she  stated  that  she  had  only  451.  per  an- 
num pension;  but  she  complained  most 
that  she  did  not  receive  the  pension  to 
which  she  was  entitled,  as  her  husband  had 
held  the  relative  rank  of  major. 

"My  lato  husband,  staflf-surgeon  Burmester, 
ierved  for  twenty-four  years  on  constant  active 
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service — the  whole  of  the  Peninsular  campaign, 
the  battle  of  Waterloo,  and  was  with  the  Army  of 
Occupation  in  France.  He  was  then  sent  to  Ja- 
maica, where,  in  discharge  of  his  duty,  I  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  him,  and  I  was  left  with  three 
little  children. 

"  Hitherto  I  have  received  the  small  pension  of 
451.  per  annum,  and  what  I  complain  of  as  a  sad 
grievance  is,  that  I  do  not  receive  the  pension  I 
am  entitled  to,  as  my  husband  held  the  relative 
rank  of  a  major." 

He  observed  that  he  could  read  volumes  of 
similar  documents,  hut  he  would  not  weary 
the  House  with  any  more  details.  Having 
explained  the  ordinary  duties  of  medical 
officers,  he  would  now  beg  to  say  a  few 
words  which  he  hoped  would  take  these 
officers  as  a  class  out  of  the  category 
of  civil  functionaries  and  non-comha,tants. 
The  medical  officer  cannot  be  considered 
a  non-combatant  in  the  sense  of  personal 
exposure,  nor  in  many  cases,  as  he  could 
tell,  of  personal  military  gaUantry.  The 
medical  officer  is  suddenly  called  upon  to 
discharge  duties  which  require  the  vigour 
and  powers  of  endurance  of  less  advanced 
age;  to  partake  of  the  fatigue,  privations, 
and  diseases  incidental  to  actual  service; 
to  brave  every  climate,  to  witness  death  m 
every  form,  and  to  sufiFer  it  himself  in  the 
field,  when  administering  to  those  whose 
lives  he  is  endeavouring  to  preserve.  Two 
Burgeons  of  Her  Majesty's  regiments  were 
killed  on  the  field  of  battle  in  the  ope- 
rations of  the  Sutlez  ;  three  at  Cabul. 
How  many  of  the  Honourable  Compa- 
ny's  service  he   knew    not.     He  re- 
quested the  House  to  let  limx  endeavour 
to  depict  the  duties  of  medical  officers  on 
the  field  of  battle.    The  action  is  about 
to  commence.    The  medical  officers  at- 
tached to  the  troops  take  post  m  the  im- 
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mediate  rear  of  their  respective  corps,  and 
then  prepare  the  implements  of  their  mourn- 
ful and  painful  calling.  The  battle  be- 
gins ;  the  active  combatants,  unmindful 
and  regardless  of  danger,  buoyed  above  the 
terror  of  death  or  of  wounds  by  ardour 
and  excitement,  which  few  can  imagine, 
heed  not  the  casualties  that  happen 
around  them.  Not  so  the  medical  offi- 
cer. The  fallen  and  the  disabled  that 
are  not  beyond  the  reach  of  his  skill, 
become  the  subjects  of  his  immediate 
care.  The  fiercer  the  fight,  the  more  nu- 
merous these  sad  consignments.  There, 
on  the  naked  field,  exposed  to  personal 
risk,  and  within  reach  of  the  bullets, 
which  may  have  previously  ploughed  the 
ranks  of  the  columns,  or  lines  in  his  front, 
the  medical  oflacers,  with  unflinching  eye, 
steady  hand,  and  well-braced  nerves,  dis- 
charge their  melancholy  functions,  and 
frequently  lose  their  lives  in  endeavour- 
ing to  save  others.  Is  the  battle  won  ? 
The  troops  move  forward  with  exultation 
to  reap  the  fruits  of  their  victory.  The 
medical  officers  remain  on  the  blood- 
stained field,  amidst  the  havoc  of  war,  to 
collect  the  mutilated  victims,  and  adminis- 
ter to  the  sacrifices  that  victory  exacts.  Is 
the  battle  lost  ?  or  is  the  field,  though  won, 
abandoned,  as  ofttimes  happens?  The  me- 
dical officers  perform  their  still  more  pain- 
ful duties  on  the  forsaken  field,  and  become 
themselves  captives,  in  common  with  those 
who,  by  their  aid,  may  survive.  Then  there 
was  the  assault  of  the  fortress,  and  the 
storming  of  the  breach,  at  which  medical 
officers  are  invariably  aiding.  And  this  is 
the  class — such  the  persons,  from  whom  you 
withhold  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  practi- 
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tioners  of  a  less  exalted  surgery.  The  horse- 
is  a  nohle  animal:  the  veterinary  science  i.s 
an  important  and  useful  profession ;  but  man 
is  a  nobler  animal  still,  and  a  soldier,  apart 
from  other  considerations  of  humanity,  a 
more  important  and  valuable  agent.  He  ap- 
pealed, then,  in  the  strongest  terms,  to  the 
feelings  and  generosity  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  to  the  House,  and  to  the 
country,  against  the  exclusion  of  the  class 
of  officers  whose  case  he  had  taken  up, 
from  advantages  which  are  extended  tp 
others — from  a  boon  which  all  public  ser- 
vants, civil  and  military,  now  enjoy. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  stated  that 
he  would  not  enter  further  into  detail, 
but  leave  the  case  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House  and  the  Government,  and 
he  hoped  he  had  not  appealed  in  vain  to 
the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  would  be  consoled  by  the 
reflection  that  he  had  done  his  best  in 
behalf  of  these  officers. 
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